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for RCRA Awards

Outstanding Use of Innovative Approaches to Achieve RCRA Permitting or Corrective Action Program Goals Award — (Two awards to be given under this category to EPA Regional Teams or Individuals and two awards to be given to State or Tribal Teams or Individuals.)  Recipient(s) recognized for outstanding efforts in achieving the goals of the RCRA Program for 2008 and 2020.  
The award recognizes innovative approaches and/or efforts seeking a change in culture by focusing on results over process and resulting in improvements to the overall efficiency associated with implementing the goals of the RCRA Permitting or Corrective Action programs.  
Examples include: innovative use of enforcement tools; successful use of performance-based permits or orders; innovative approaches to streamline the permit application and permit renewal processes (e.g., promote use of electronic submissions and information exchange); successful use of voluntary mechanisms; communication tools that streamline corrective action; successful coordination of multiple jurisdictions; effective use of alternate state authorities; effective use of institutional controls; innovative site characterization; human health and/or ecologic receptors evaluation; innovative remedial technology implementation; targeted training in partnership with program implementers and stakeholders; using web-based or other communication tools to share successes and lessons learned and to promote innovative approaches; etc.

Evaluation Criteria
a.
Outstanding efforts that seek to accelerate changes in the culture in which the RCRA Permitting or Corrective Action program is implemented by encouraging frequent, informal communication among stakeholders and promoting methods of information exchange.

b.
Outstanding efforts that seek to accelerate changes in the culture in which the RCRA Permitting or Corrective Action program is implemented by encouraging partnerships in training.

c.
Responsible for an innovative technical approach that provided a more thorough understanding of site environmental conditions than would have been achieved using conventional means.

d.
Responsible for an innovative technical approach that resulted in achieving GPRA Permitting results much sooner than would have been achieved using conventional means. (i.e., technique that accelerated Subpart X permitting process).

e.
Responsible for an innovative approach that resulted in achieving actual environmental results much sooner than would have been achieved using conventional means. (i.e., stabilization or final remedy is in place that benefited from innovative approach).

f.
Outstanding efforts in working with the state to creatively use appropriate Federal/State authorities and resources to implement the RCRA Permitting or Corrective Action programs.

g.
Responsible for promoting the use of EIs at the Regional and State level to the extent that the indicators are being used by other Regional and State program implementers.

h.
Responsible for taking action to move one or more facility toward achieving technically defensible Current Human Exposures Under Control Environmental Indicator goals at one or more facility.

i.
Responsible for taking action to move one or more facility toward achieving technically defensible Migration of Contaminated Groundwater Under Control Environmental Indicator goals at one or more facility.

j.
Outstanding efforts in using new approaches to help meet long-term cleanup goals at one or more baseline facility. (i.e., effort resulted in the selection of final remedy or completion of remedy construction sooner than would have been achieved by conventional means.)
k.
Outstanding efforts in using new approaches to help meet GPRA Permitting goals at one or more facility.

l.
Outstanding technical and policy support to program implementers.
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Outstanding Use of Redevelopment Potential or Leveraging of External Resources to accelerate Cleanups Award — (Two awards to be given under this category to EPA Regional Teams or Individuals and two awards to be given to State or Tribal Teams or Individuals.)  Recipient(s) recognized for outstanding efforts to capitalize on the redevelopment potential of RCRA facilities in order to expedite cleanups and foster productive reuse of the land.  The award recognizes innovative approaches resulting in RCRA Brownfields redevelopment or in creating a culture of reuse within the RCRA Corrective Action program.  This can also include improvements to the overall efficiency associated with the implementation of the Corrective Action program that can be shown to reduce the likelihood of RCRA facilities becoming brownfields in the future.
Evaluation Criteria
a. Innovative, efficient approach resulted in leveraging significant external resources for cleanup or redevelopment.

b. Approach resulted in revitalization of local community while being protective of human health and the environment.

c. More efficient implementation achieved by providing training to program implementers.

d. Outstanding technical and policy support to program implementers.

e. Outstanding efforts in fostering reuse of property subject to Corrective Action.

f. Works to create partnerships amongst stakeholders to facilitate property reuse.

g. Creative use of enforcement tools or other mechanisms, such as “comfort/status” letters, “available for reuse certificates,” etc., to encourage property reuse.

h. Successful use of voluntary mechanisms or alternate state authorities to achieve a protective cleanup, thus making one or more property available for reuse.

i. Outstanding efforts in working with facilities to conduct cleanups in order to avoid the “mothballing” of properties.
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Outstanding Regional Efforts to Support State or Tribal RCRA Programs Award — (One award to be given under this category to a Regional Team or Individual.)

This award is to recognize Regional efforts that lead to an effective post-authorization working relationship with the State(s), or provide technical assistance to the State(s) or Tribe(s). The award recognizes outstanding efforts resulting in improvements to the overall efficiency associated with the implementation of corrective action.  Nominations can be based on either technical or administrative performance. Examples include: providing technical or educational assistance to States or Tribes; assisting with public outreach efforts; and fostering information exchange.
Evaluation Criteria
a. Outstanding efforts in working to creatively use appropriate Federal/State authorities and resources to implement the Corrective Action Program.

b. Outstanding efforts by providing technical assistance to the State(s) or Tribe(s) in support of the RCRA Program.
c. Outstanding efforts by providing educational assistance to the State(s) or Tribe(s) in support of the RCRA Program.
d. Foster maximum use of program flexibility and practical approaches through training and outreach.

e. Outstanding efforts to provide assistance to the State(s) or Tribe(s) with community involvement efforts in dealing with their facilities.

f. Enhance public access to cleanup information and improve opportunity for public involvement in the cleanup process.
g. Outstanding efforts to provide or support public meetings/educational sessions to help the Tribes understand environmental concerns.
h. Support efforts to use innovative, results-oriented and protective approaches to speed achievement of Environmental Indicator goals and final cleanup.

i. Accelerate changes in the culture by focusing on results over process, encouraging frequent, informal communication among stakeholders, encouraging partnerships in training, and promoting methods of information exchange.
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Outstanding Use of Innovative Approaches to Advance the PCB Disposal and Cleanup Program Award — (Two awards to be given under this category to EPA Regional Teams or Individuals.)  Recipient(s) recognized for outstanding efforts in achieving the goals of the PCB Disposal and Cleanup Programs.  
The award recognizes innovative approaches and/or efforts seeking a change in culture by focusing on results over process and resulting in improvements to the overall efficiency associated with implementing the PCB Disposal and Cleanup Programs.  Examples include: innovative use of enforcement tools; innovative approaches to streamline the approval application and approval renewal processes (e.g., promote use of electronic submissions and information exchange); communication tools that streamline cleanups; successful coordination of multiple jurisdictions; innovative site characterization; innovative remedial technology
implementation; targeted training in partnership with program implementers and stakeholders; using web-based or other communication tools to share successes and lessons learned and to promote innovative approaches; etc.

Evaluation Criteria
a.
Outstanding efforts that seek to accelerate changes in the culture in which the PCB Disposal and Cleanup Programs are implemented by encouraging frequent, informal communication among stakeholders and promoting methods of information exchange.

b.
Outstanding efforts that seek to accelerate changes in the culture in which PCB Disposal and Cleanup Programs are implemented by encouraging partnerships in training.

c.
Responsible for an innovative technical approach that provided a more thorough understanding of site environmental conditions than would have been achieved using conventional means.

d.
Responsible for an innovative approach that resulted in achieving actual environmental results much sooner than would have been achieved using conventional means. (e.g., an innovative sampling plan that is reasonable to implement, protective of human health and the environment, and does not violate the anti-dilution provision).

e.
Outstanding efforts in working with EPA programs outside of the PCB Disposal and Cleanup Programs (e.g., Superfund, RCRA, Federal Facilities, Brownfields Revitalization) to facilitate and speed up cleanup of PCB-contaminated sites, especially multi-contaminant sites.  

f. 
Outstanding efforts in working with members of the regulated community to minimize human and environmental exposure to and promptly dispose of PCB-contaminated bulk product waste.

g.
Responsible for an innovative approach to sampling protocols for PCBs in ships as preparation for potential export.

h.
Responsible for an innovative approach to streamline the PCB disposal approval application and renewal processes.

i.
Responsible for an innovative approach to streamline the PCB 761.61(a) approval process.

j.
Responsible for an innovative approach to streamline the PCB 761.61(c) approval process.

k.
Responsible for taking action to move one or more facility toward completing 761.61(c) cleanups at one or more facilities.

l.
Outstanding technical and policy support to fellow program implementers and the regulated community.
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